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  WELCOME

At the Musical Theatre Training Academy (MTTA), we create a vibrant and energetic 
environment in which you can explore, experiment and develop in the different disciplines 
needed within the Musical Theatre industry. Led by tutors with professional industry 
experience, this programme is designed to prepare young performers for the next steps in 
this highly competitive profession. 

Based at Preston’s College, one of the largest Further Education Colleges in Lancashire, MTTA is 
based in the Digital and Creative ‘Tate’ building which is equipped with state-of-the-art facilities 
including a versatile 100 seater theatre, rehearsal studios and TV and audio recording studios. 

In addition to the performance facilities, the College has many other resources available, such as the 
on-site gym, fantastic library services and multiple food outlets including our own Starbucks café.

PURPOSE
At MTTA our ethos is to help and guide each performer to achieve their highest personal levels and 
grades, through exploring their creative thought processes and building upon existing strengths to 
develop new skills. 

We recognise that the industry requires continuous training and aim to educate each performer in an 
aspirational atmosphere to discover the different progression routes within the field. Whether that is 
university, drama school, or independent training, our goal is to help young performers prepare for 
every option. 

MTTA has a strong and proud history of learners progressing to reputable establishments. 

ACCREDITATION
Our courses are accredited by the University of the Arts London (UAL) – a top six world ranking 
university. Upon completion of one of our programmes, graduates will achieve either a Level 2 or 
Level 3 Diploma in Performing and Production Arts. 

The Level 3 Diploma carries the same UCAS points as three A-Levels or a Level 3 BTEC Extended 
Diploma, this along with the skills you develop on the programme supports your progression to the 
best training and education options after college.
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THE
PROGRAMME
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UAL LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN 
PERFORMING & PRODUCTION ARTS
The Level 3 Programme will develop your skills in the disciplines of musical theatre which are 
acting, singing and dancing. Mastering these three disciplines is essential for a successful career 
in the musical theatre industry. Masters of these disciplines are sometimes referred to as ‘triple 
threats’ as these performers are adaptable and can take on a wider variety of roles.

During the two year programme learners will expand their knowledge, understanding and practical ability 
in each discipline and apply this in performance. On successful completion of the programme learners will 
achieve an industry recognised qualification and the skills needed to be a strong candidate for universities 
and drama schools. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
The programme focusses on the three main disciplines of musical theatre:

ACTING SINGING DANCING

Each week you will attend two classes per discipline. One of which will be a technique-based session that 
focusses on overall skills development of the subject. The other will be project-based, where you will be 
encouraged to put your skills into practice.  

The programme progresses through different phases to encourage autonomy in each discipline.



YEAR 1 
Phase 1 – Skills Development

During this phase you will go back to basics and 
build upon your existing strengths, instilling the 
correct techniques and discipline needed for the 
rest of the programme. 

Phase 2 – Production process

Building on your skills from Phase 1 you will now 
explore the different processes in the creation of a 
performance. 

Phase 3 – Production Practice 1

At the end of year one, you will be given the 
opportunity to experience every stage of a full 
production process from auditioning and rehearsals 
to the final performance. 

YEAR 2 
Phase 1 – Advanced Skills Development

Following on from year one, you will focus on the 
different skills needed in each discipline and take 
a more autonomous role within each class. You are 
expected to be able to justify decisions and apply 
the different theories into your own practice. 

Phase 2 - Production Leadership

During this phase you will be free to create your 
own performance piece. You will become directors, 
choreographers, musical directors and designers. 
This experience enables the exploration of the 
different aspects of the industry and allows you to 
discover more about yourself as a musical theatre 
professional. 

Phase 3 - Production Practice 2

Just like in year one, it is now time to put everything 
into practice. You will once again, go through a full 
production process, however this time, you will take 
on more responsibility. You will take on challenges 
such as; marketing, costume selection and budgeting 
as well as gaining performance credits for your CV.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry at Level 3 you are required to have five 
GCSE grades at 4 or above, one of which must be 
maths or English Language. If you have studied our 
Level 2 programme and wish to progress to Level 3, 
you must have at least a Merit as your final grade. 
All new entrants will be subject to an audition 
before being offered a place. 

AUDITIONS 
You will be required to attend an audition day which 
consists of: 

•	A	dance	call	

•	Acting	workshop			

•	 Individual	singing	audition	

This process is required for us to assess your ability 
for the programme. 
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PROGRESSION
ROUTES

Our Level 3 Musical Theatre programme is ideal preparation for progression to drama school or 
university for both performance and non-performance roles. 

EXTRA OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to your studies there is a range of extra 
opportunities to enhance your experience including:
>  Additional Qualifications (LAMDA and A-Levels)
> Trips
> Hands on industry experience
> Maths & English

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
If you have achieved both Maths and English at Grade 
4 or above, you have the opportunity to take an extra 
qualification. At MTTA you can choose from:

>  LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) 
to boost your acting profile and gain additional UCAS 
points for university entry. 

>  The A-Level Extra programme* which includes:

 - A-Level Psychology

 - A-Level Maths

 - A-Level English

 - Level 3 Award in Applied Law

 - A-Level Biology.

*The A-Level Extra programme has additional criteria 
which you must meet. For further details please visit 
www.preston.ac.uk/a-level-extra

INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE
Alongside the study programme, you will be provided 
with opportunities to perform in a variety of professional 
settings such as; regional theatres and corporate events. 
This gives you the insight into the life of a working 
performer. 

TRIPS
We annually visit London and New York to experience 
shows and professional workshops with trips to local 
theatres, drama schools and events also offered 
throughout the year.

MATHS & ENGLISH
If you don’t achieve either Maths or English to the required 
Level 3 standard, you will have the opportunity to retake 
the qualification alongside your acting programme.

We have a strong history of our learners 
progressing to their top choices of 
well-respected institutions, such as:

> Central School for Speech and Drama 

> Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts 

> Guildford School of Acting 

> The Italia Conti Academy of 
 Theatre Arts 

> The Institute of The Arts Barcelona 

> The Arden School for Theatre 

> University of Chichester 

> Liverpool Media Academy 

> BIMM Manchester 

> University of west London 

Our graduates have gone on to study 
BA (Hons) qualifications in  

> Musical theatre

> Musical Theatre Performance  

> Acting 

> Teaching 

>  Theatre: Writing, Directing and 
Performance 

> Journalism 





ALUMNI

LUCY ELLA SMITH
CLASS OF 2014 – STUDIED AT ITALIA CONTI ACADEMY OF 
THEATRE ARTS 
“During my time at MTTA I learnt about all aspects of the musical 
theatre industry, not only did the course teach me performance 
skills that I then used to further my career after I left, but it also 
taught me lots of life lessons and helped shape me as a person.

I got to work in all different areas of the industry from Theatre 
in Education to putting on a full scale musical in a professional 
theatre, all of which challenged me to develop my skills.

One of the most amazing things about the course is the amount 
of support you are given from the staff. My own personal 

weakness was with the academic elements, there were many times when I needed to ask for extra help and I 
always knew it was available.

While on the programme, I got to take part in so many fantastic shows such as; Avenue Q, Jekyll & Hyde and 
RENT. Being able to perform such a varied set of musicals and characters is something not all colleges offer 
and I have extremely fond memories of all of them!

Since leaving The Musical Theatre Training Academy, I moved to London and began studying at Italia Conti 
Academy of Theatre Arts. This was also something I was given huge amounts of support with in the form of 
preparing monologues and material for drama school auditions. 

My experience at MTTA and the support I had has enabled me to perform as a support act for artists such as 
Boyzone, Michael Ball, Kerry Ellis, Lesley Garrett and The Hallé Orchestra. After I left Italia Conti I signed to 
the London based Agent, Oxford Adams and shortly after secured my first Cruise job on the brand new ship 
Marella Explorer 2 as part of the Inaugural show cast until January 2020.

CHARLOTTE HARGREAVES
CLASS OF 2018 – STUDYING AT CHICHESTER UNIVERSITY  
I spent two years at MTTTA and gained loads of experience 
which prepared me for the next stages in my training and career. 
My performance experience was extensive, playing roles in four 
full-scale musicals, plays and several showcases. There are so 
many elements to this course and I’m glad I was able to spend 
all my time doing what I love. I was able to thrive in a supportive 
environment, which is something that the academy instilled in us 
all from day one. The tutors really understood what I wanted to 
do and where I wanted to be after leaving and made sure I got 
all the help I could get to reach my goal. The tutors are at the 
heart of the programme, their incredible knowledge partnered 
with their care, motivation and ethos, gives you what you need to 
succeed. 
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MOESHA RONSON
CLASS OF 2018 – TRAINING AT THE PERFORMANCE 
PREPARATION ACADEMY  
MTTA is definitely the place to thrive and grow your passion 
for Musical Theatre. The programme provides many amazing 
industry experiences and also offers trips that allow you to 
look closely at current trends. I graduated with D*D*D which 
alongside my skills and experience allowed me to progress to 
drama school. I am now in Guildford studying a musical theatre 
degree at Performance Preparation Academy. I wouldn’t be 
where I am now without the two years of training I had at MTTA.

HANNAH USHER
CLASS OF 2018 – TRAINING AT THE INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS 
BARCELONA 
I arrived at MTTA very shy and reserved. Over my first year on 
the Musical Theatre course, the teaching staff encouraged and 
motivated me, and by second year I felt confident and positive 
and was developing as a performer. All of my teachers were 
experienced, supportive and helped me to thrive.

Without the tuition, support, and encouragement of my tutors 
and peers, I wouldn’t be where I am today; at drama school 
in Barcelona. MTTA has wonderful facilities, excellent tutors, 
and a lovely feeling of community and family that makes it an 
exceptional place to begin your Musical Theatre career.

MILLIE HANSFORD
CLASS OF 2016 – TRAINED AT THE PERFORMANCE 
PREPARATION ACADEMY 
During my time at MTTA I grew as a performer and a person. I 
particularly benefited from the show processes, where I played 
characters in shows such as; Avenue Q and Les Miserables. The 
Academy’s facilities are exceptional. The dance studios and 
studio theatre are fantastic and enabled me to work to my full 
potential. 

I didn’t just explore performance skills, which I have found 
very helpful in my career so far. I was taught about the correct 
nutrition needed for the industry and about musicianship. 
The audition preparation classes helped develop the quality 
of my practice, which eventually led to me gaining a place at 
a prestigious drama school. Since graduating from MTTA, I 
have taken on roles in several productions, including two lead 
characters in professional pantomimes. The two years I spent on 
the programme were such good fun and I learnt so much.



FACILITIES

THEATRE
Our 100 seater theatre is a strong performance 
space which we have utilised in the traditional 
end-on style, but also in the round and traverse for 
various productions.

TV STUDIO
Our brand new TV studio is equipped with state-
of-the-art Blackmagic Design equipment and a 
viewing gallery which live streams the footage 
from the studio to enhance learner development.

REHEARSAL STUDIO
We have three main rehearsal rooms, which are 
used for workshops, preparation and rehearsals. 
Performance spaces all have mirrors available 
so learners can scrutinise every element of their 
performance.

RECORDING STUDIO
Used for recording audio, this is an ideal 
environment for experimenting with voiceovers, 
audio books, voicing cartoons, video games and 
much more.
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UAL LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN PERFORMING & 
PRODUCTION ARTS
The purpose of this course is to train you in techniques and skills which will enhance your 
overall ability levels. You will develop skills in all three major performance disciplines with the 
goal of progressing onto the Level 3 programme of Acting for Stage & Screen, or onto the 
Level 3 Musical Theatre programme.

COURSE STRUCTURE
The course will focus on the three main performing arts disciplines of Acting, Singing and Dance.

PREPARATION
FOR
PERFORMANCE
TRAINING

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must have four GCSE Grades at 3 or above. 
You will complete an induction period to assess 
your suitability for this level and must go through 
a similar audition process as the Level 3 course 
requires, performing a monologue, song or dance 
of between two – three minutes.

PROJECTS
As with our Level 3 courses, our teaching ethos is 
about learning through experience. This course is 
all about preparing you for your next steps within 
the College, so it is key to experience all aspects. 
Projects are the core of our development process

You will take part in workshops and rehearsals 
each term which lead to public performances at 
Christmas and Easter, these lead towards the End 
of Year Show.

END OF YEAR SHOW
Timetables change at Easter to make way for a 
full scale performance project. Learners on our 
Preparation for Performance Training course will 
get to choose whether to take part in the Actor 
Training Academy project or the Musical Theatre 
project to allow them to choose their future 
progression route.

ACTING
You will study acting in 
a number of contexts, 

taking on specific 
technique classes which 

will be crucial to your 
progression. You will 

then apply this to scripts 
and musical theatre 

performances.

SINGING
You will develop your 
vocal abilities through 

singing in group 
scenarios. For the 

more confident and 
able singers you will 
be challenged with 

solo roles.

DANCE
You will get specific 

movement classes from 
highly trained dance 

teachers, learning routines 
which will develop your 

overall movement skillset. 
These routines will be 

performed within musical 
theatre performances.



MUSICAL THEATRE TRAINING ACADEMY
PRESTON’S COLLEGE
ST. VINCENT’S ROAD
PRESTON
PR2 8UR

t: (01772) 22 52 24
e: mtta@preston.ac.uk


